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Transportation 2030 Plan EIR 
Scoping Meeting and Scoping Meeting Comments Summary 

April 16, 2004 
 
Introduction 
 
The Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Transportation 2030 Plan (T2030) program 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was issued on February 16, 2004, commencing the 
30-day comment period required by CEQA. The NOP was mailed to public agencies 
and members of the public who have expressed interest in the project.  Oral comments 
were accepted at the scoping meeting and written comments on the NOP were 
accepted until March 19, 2004. This document summarizes both the Scoping Meeting 
and scoping comments received between February 16, 2004 and March 19, 2004. A total 
of four oral comments were received during the scoping meeting and 10 written 
comments were received in response to the NOP.  
 
Scoping Meeting Summary  
 
To ensure a full and comprehensive review, the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) held a scoping meeting on the EIR. All interested organizations and 
individuals were welcome to participate. The scoping meeting was held at the Joseph P. 
Bort MetroCenter located at 101 Eighth Street in Oakland on Wednesday, March 10, 
2004 at 6:00 pm. 
 
Ashley Nguyen, MTC EIR Project Manager, called the Scoping Meeting to order at 
approximately 6:10 p.m.  Ms. Nguyen began the meeting by explaining the purpose of 
the Scoping Meeting and said that it was a forum in which citizens could give their input 
on the scope and content of the EIR analysis. She said she first wanted to give an 
overview of the Transportation 2030 Plan, and then walk through the environmental 
process that MTC is planning to undertake as part of their evaluation. Lastly, she said 
she wanted to open up the meeting for comments.  
 
Ms. Nguyen gave a brief background of the Transportation 2030 Plan (T-2030) and EIR 
and the plan update process (second page of handout), which began this past summer 
with a very heavy public outreach effort. She then described how the Plan includes both 
a financially constrained component and a financially unconstrained component or “big 
tent” approach. The Plan has a 25-year horizon, until the year 2030. She explained that 
T-2030 is the 2005 update of the 2001 Regional Transportation Plan adopted December 
2001. The Plan is comprised of three components: a Policy Element – that describes 
legislative planning; Action Element – in which a set of regional and local projects and 
programs will be identified to facilitate mobility in the region; and Financial Element – 
that describes how much money is going to be available over the 25 year planning 
horizon to fund and operate the kinds of improvements MTC and its transportation 
partners have planned for the region.  
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The EIR analysis for the Plan is at the programmatic level and assesses the 
environmental impacts of the Plan. All of the projects that go into Transportation 2030 
will be subject to their own project level CEQA and NEPA analysis. Ms. Nguyen then 
named the areas of evaluation for the EIR: transportation, air quality, population and 
housing, land use, energy, geology, noise, and biological, water, visual, and cultural 
resources. She briefly described the project alternatives, asking the attendees to refer to 
the handout (back of page 2) for more detail. In addition to the No Project Alternative 
MTC will look to the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to determine which 
projects that are fully funded within the region will move forward with or without T-
2030), alternatives include:   Financially Constrained Project Alternative A (consisting of 
the financially constrained portion of the Proposed Project); Financially Constrained 
Project Alternative B, which has a different mix of projects than in Alternative A; and  
the New Concepts Alternative, which aims to focus on different planning concepts.  
 
Ms. Nguyen then turned the meeting over to the EIR Consultant, Vicki Hill, of Dyett & 
Bhatia. 
 
Ms. Hill first reinforced that the EIR was a program EIR, which would take a broad look 
at the impacts of the Proposed Project – the regional plan and alternatives. Subsequent 
site-specific analysis would have to be conducted in order to assess more specific, local 
impacts. She then went over the EIR Process chart on the last page of the handout. She 
explained the different milestones in the EIR Process as well as the proposed timeline of 
events. Next, she referred to the EIR issue areas (on page 3 of the handout) and said 
the attendees could look at the issue areas and ask her specific questions. There were 
no questions asked. 
 
The floor was then opened for scoping comments. Comments received during the 
meeting are summarized in Table 1. Comments were received from the following 
individuals: 
 

1. Sherman Lewis, Sierra Club 
2. David Schonbrunn, TRANSDEF 
3. Jeff Knolls, Livermore Resident, City of Pleasanton Employee (but not 

representing the City) 
4. Dave Campbell, East Bay Bicycling Coalition 

 
After the commenting period had concluded, Ms. Nguyen briefly described the next 
steps in the EIR process. She said the 30-day comment period for the NOP will end 
March 19 and encouraged audience members to submit written comments. She stated 
that the comments would be summarized prior to the preparation of the EIR (see Table 
1). MTC plans to release the Draft EIR in September and certify the Final EIR in January 
(2005). The EIR process is in parallel to the actual T2030 process, so T2030 will also be 
adopted in January. Ms. Nguyen then asked if anyone had any other questions. Mr. David 
Schonbrunn wanted to know why, if the Plan is required by law to be financially 
constrained, that the Proposed Project includes both a financially constrained and 
financially unconstrained component.  
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Ms. Nguyen answered that even though the adopted Plan would ultimately have to be 
financially constrained, that didn’t prevent the agency from exploring a wider spectrum 
of funding possibilities. Mr. Sherman Lewis stated that there are three different types of 
laws governing the Plan: Transportation Law, CEQA and NEPA. Under Transportation 
Law, the Plan has to be financially constrained, but under CEQA and NEPA, agencies can 
still explore other options. Mr. Schonbrunn stated that his group was opposed to a 
project that was not financially constrained. This comment is noted in the comment 
summary in Table 1. 
 
Ms. Nguyen adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:00 pm. 
 
After the meeting was adjourned, Dave Campbell from the East Bay Bicycling Coalition 
arrived and asked the following questions:  has funding been determined for bicycle 
programs; will the EIR address how bicycle program funding would be distributed to 
different jurisdictions; and how will different alternatives affect funding of bicycle 
programs. Ms. Nguyen said that the Commission has approved $200 million in funding 
for a regional pedestrian and bicycle programs in T2030 but because the EIR is a 
program EIR, it would not deal with the specific details of individual pedestrian or 
bicycle projects that are included in the larger regional program. Mr. Campbell’s 
comments are noted in Table 1.  These projects will be subject to their own project-
level environmental review as appropriate. 
 
Summary of EIR Scoping Comments 
 
A total of 10 comment letters were received during the public scoping period, which 
extended from February 16, 2004 to March 19, 2004. Comments were received from 
the following agencies, organizations, and individuals: 
 

1. Scott Morgan, Senior Planner, Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State 
Clearinghouse and Planning Unit, February 27, 2004 (no comments) 

2. Janis Moore, Planner II, City of San Jose, March 5, 2004 (no comments) 
3. Jeffrey M. Smith, AICP, Senior Regional Planner, Intergovernmental Review, 

Southern California Association of Governments, March 15, 2004 (no 
comments) 

4. Cynthia Eliason, AICP, Planning Manager, City of Alameda, March 18, 2004 
5. Laurence N. Wright, PE, Deputy Director, Long Range Planning, Dowling and 

Associates, for: MCOG and LCAPC, March 19, 2004  
6. Terrence A. Valen MPH, Research Associate, Communities for a Better 

Environment (CBE), March 19, 2004  
7. Jose Cisneros, Deputy General Manager, Capital Planning and External Affairs, 

San Francisco Municipal Railway, March 16, 2004  
8. Jean Hart, Deputy Director, Alameda County Congestion Management Agency, 

March 18, 2004  
9. Timothy C. Sable, District Branch Chief, Department of Transportation, March 

24, 2004 
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10. Sandy Hesnard, Aviation Environmental Planner, Department of Transportation, 
March 22, 2004  

 
As noted in the above list, only seven of the ten letters contained comments on the EIR 
scope.  The comments are summarized in Table 1.
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